
1

Parent and Family Guide

5Essentials 
Survey
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Objectives
➢ What is the 5 Essentials?

➢ Timeline for the 5 Essentials

➢ Where to find the 5 Essentials?

➢ Why is it important to complete the 
survey?

➢ Who can take the survey

➢ How to take the survey
➢ Review the results
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What is the 5 Essential Survey?

• The researched based survey was created in 
collaboration with the University of Chicago and 
the Urban Education Institute.

• The goal is for at least 20% of parents in 
each school to participate.

o Data is reflected on the school's Illinois Report 
Card and Equity Journey Continuum.

• School administration uses the data to 

create action steps towards school 

improvement.
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Effective 
Leaders

Collaborative 
Teachers

Involved 
Families

Supportive 
Environments

Ambitious 
Instruction Improved 

outcomes for 
all students

The 5Essentials Survey identifies five indicators that lead to improved 

outcomes for all students, including improved attendance and larger 

test score gains.
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When is the 5Essentials Survey?

Opens 
January 30

Take the 
survey 
online

Closes 
March 29
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Where to find the survey

https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/

https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/
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Why is it important to 
complete 5Essentials?

• District administrators, school 
leaders, and school boards receive a 
snapshot of the school community 
and can make decisions based on 
this data.

• ISBE uses this data as a part of the 
school/district report card.

• It is an opportunity to have your 
opinion heard anonymously.
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Student

The goal is 50% 
participation 

rate, per school

Teacher
The goal is 50%

participation rate,

per school

Parent

The goal is 20% 
participation rate,

per school

Who can take the survey?

These response rates must be met to with minimum of 10 
student, 8 teacher, and 8 parent respondents.
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Parent Survey
• Students: Available in English and Spanish

• Teachers/Staff

• Parents/Guardians: Available in English and Spanish
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Required Information
• You must 

enter all fields 
with an *

• You do NOT 
need to enter 
your email

• Your email is 
not tied to 
your responses

• Your response 
is ANONYMOUS
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Required Information

• When you begin typing a 
dropdown will appear.

• You may complete one
survey per school 

(in lieu of per 
child enrolled) 
by indicating the 
number of children 
you have

enrolled in the school.

• The school must reach 
a response rate of at least 
20%.
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Required Fields Reminder that your survey 
responses will remain
anonymous and you may 
take the survey for each child 
you have enrolled in the school.

When you are ready, click 
"Next."
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Begin here . . .
Choose youngest 
if you are completing 
for multiple children. 
You may also take 
one survey, per child.
Continue by clicking 
"Next."
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Essential 0-5 Supplemental Survey

If you indicated that your child was in PreK, you will take the 
Supplemental Survey.
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Choose only one
Follow the line and click only one radio button.
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Virtual Counts
“Events” may include virtual opportunities.

“Opportunities to participate” may include virtual participation.



17

Teacher Communication
• If your child/ren have more than one teacher, consider the average.
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Teacher Communication /Engagement
True engagement includes more than communication. These questions 
aim to understand the relationship you have with the school.
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Engagement

These questions speak to the school environment, or the culture of the 
school. Remember this is an anonymous survey. If you have a safety 
issue, please speak with your school to discuss solutions.
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Engagement

• This question may be answered for all grade 
levels with consideration for the appropriateness 
of age.
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Engagement
As you answer these questions, you may find some areas of improvement for 
yourself as well as the school.
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Facilities

If the school does not have the room referred to, or you have not 
seen the room, you may click, “Does not apply." 
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At-home engagement questions
If you find yourself clicking “never” or “rarely” this may be an area that you 
would like to reflect upon to improve academic engagement practices 
between you and your child.
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School Questions

If your school is the only school available in the area, you may click 
“Not applicable.”



25

Demographic questions
These questions are used for data collection and 
reporting purposes.
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Submit

You may always review your answers by clicking the "Go back" 
button, then "Submit."
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Results

Where to view
• https://www.5essentials.org/

How to find . . .

• Select the year

• If your school is 
in Chicago Public 
School District, click 
"CPS 5 Essentials."

• If not, click on 
"Illinois 5Essentials 
Survey."

https://www.5essentials.org/
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Results
Use the text box 
to narrow your search.​
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Results

This is an overview 
of your school

*Click in either blue box to get more details on 
each or all measures.
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Results
Use the key to understand the level of implementation per practice 
area.
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Results
Use the key dropdown menu to select each criteria.
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For more information, click
5Essentials Survey (isbe.net)

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/5Essentials-Survey.aspx

